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sooner* You may be perfectly satisfied with my ap-
pearance in point of credit to myself, although it cer-
tainly had not, as I prepared you to expect, the same
sort of merit, nor the same degree of success with the
former, * . . The matter is indeed immense, and is
much larger than is fit to be laid before such an assem-
bly, or any other numerous audience; but the cause
requires it. ... Burke is, as usual, in superlatives
about it, and my particular friends, I believe, really
approve of my work ; yet the general reception of this
performance neither was, nor really could be, so flatter*
ing as that of the other. . . . Elliotl has been a great
comfort, and of much assistance to me all through.
His affectionate manner, and the interest he takes in
all this, in his quiet way, does not make me less in
love with him than. I was/

* Pall Mall Ccmrt: April 30, 1788,

* Wells and I have been making use of our holiday to
see sights, and we have passed this forenoon at three
exhibitions of pictures, two of which are old pictures
for sale, and the third is the Eoyal Academy. Sir
Joshua's great picture for the Empress is the only fine
thing in the historical way, and I think it by far the
finest picture I ever saw of a modern master* There
are also a great many very fine portraits of his. The
finest, and I really think the finest portrait I ever saw,
is our chief, Lord Heathfield; and Windham is ex~
toemely fine also for likeness and character, but is not
so magnificent a subject or style as the other. Harriet

1 Of Wells.